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"I don't suppose she's any different from any other woman/'
the Moon Lady said, laughing. "She has eyes and a nose,
just like everybody else/'
They sent Lai An to ask M6ng Jui to come. Tower of Jade
came with her brother. When they had greeted one another
and talked for a while, Hsi-mgn Ch'ing took Uncle Mgng to
the study where Ying Po-chueh was. He told the boys to
bring something to eat. The table was set and they sat down
to drink. Hsi-men Ch'ing told them to set an extra cover and
sent Lai An for Master Wen. But the boy came back and said
the scholar had gone to call on Scholar Ni. Then Hsi-mSn
said: "Go and fetch your brother-in-law/' After a little while,
Ch'en Ching-chi came. He greeted Meng Jui and sat down
on the other side of the table.
"When are you starting?" Hsi-men Ch'ing asked Meng
Jui, "and how long do you expect to be away?"
"I am leaving on the second of next month," M£ng Jui
said, "but how long I shall be away I cannot tell. I am going
to Ching-chou to buy paper, then to Ssfi-ch'uan and Kuang-
tung for incense and wax. That will take me a year or two.
When I have finished buying, I shall come back. I propose to
go through Ho-nan and Shen-hsi by land but, when I come
back, I shall come by water. That means taking the river to
Ching-chou. I suppose, all together, it will be a journey of
seven or eight thousand //."
Po-chueh asked how old he was. "I am twenty-six," the
young man told him.
"You are a young man," Po-chueh said, "but you seem to
know all there is to know about travelling and business. I
myself have wasted my life at home."
More food was brought. Plates and dishes filled up the
whole table. It was evening when M£ng Jui went away.
Hsi-mSn Ch'ing took him to the gate and returned to
Po-chueh. He happened to see two paper chests and told
Ching-chi to fill them up. He asked the Moon Lady to get
some of the clothes that had belonged to the Lady of the Vase
and put them into the chests with some paper money. He said
to Ying Po-chueh: "It is forty-two days now since she died.
We haven't sent for any priests but we are going to burn these
chests.**

